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Internet Access 


Friday, February 16th 
8:00 pm 
Our Savior’s Lutheran Church 
1035 Carol Lane 
Lafayette, CA 


Our guest speaker this month is a 
representative of CCnet, a local In- 
ternet Service Provider. 

The topic of the meeting will be 
Internet access, including a special 
offer for MDARC members. 

Come hear what all the fuss sur- 
rounding the Internet is all about! 


Vision-Mission 
COMMITTEE READY 
TO PRESENT WORK 
TO GENERAL MEET 


Paul W. Girard, KC6TZU 


Three-and-a-half months of work on 
the club’s Mission and Vision statements 
will culminate at the February general 
membership meeting, according to Vicki 
Zumwalt, N6KLS, who has chaired the 
committee’s work. 

“T feel confident that the membership 
will exhibit enthusiasm for our outline 
of the Mission of the Mt. Diablo Radio 
Club and its vision into the 21st Cen- 
tury,” she said. “The amount of work, 
and cooperative effort, going into for- 


W6CX 


mulating the ideas and ideals has been 
extraordinary.” 


She said members of the committee 
spent several weeks defining and giv- 


‘ ing priority to activities designed to en- 


hance overall club direction. Priorities 
were worked out after refining the pri- 
ority items by a vote of committee mem- 
bers. 


Next came defining ways to reach the 
goals.of each priority, and then a lengthy 
process, with input from every commit- 
tee member, which finally resulted in an 
overall Mission statement for the club. 

“T am gratified that the membership 
the committee represented a cross-sec- 
tion of the club membership,” Zumwalt 
said. 


She said the presentation to the mem- 
bership would be done in a slide format 
using a new presentation technology and 
that members of the committee would 
each take responsibility for a section of 
the slide show. 

The-presentation will take place at the 
regular club meeting on the third Fri- 
day of February at Our Savior’s Luth- 
eran Church, 1033 Carol Lane, 
Lafayette. The club meeting begins at 
8 p.m. 

Committee members are: Vicki 
Zumwalt, N6KLS, chair; Glenn 
Zumwalt, KJ6EN; Mary Jane Walker, 
N6NVA; Tim Barrett, WD9BIV; Greg 
Estep, KE6VTA; Ed Ritchie, K6SFD; 
Vic Kaste, KD6JDD; Robert 
McIntyre, KE6ZZG; J.C. Smith, 
KC6EIJ, Ron Wallace, KE6WKH; 
Larry Gansz, president of MDARC, 
KB2GV and Paul Girard, KC6TZU. 
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Larry’s Lines 


Larry Gansz, KB2GV 


As I’ve traveled to 12 states these last 
few months, I’ve seen and talked to a 
lot of hams representing a variety of in- 
terests, skills, and wide-ranging back- 
grounds, much like our club. One thing 
continues to come up: where is amateur 
radio going and how do we take advan- 
tage of the Internet? How do we use 
today’s technology to improve our 
hobby and broaden our horizons? We 
have the growing bulletin board set up 
and are working on a home page. Yes, 
we could have, and should have, started 
sooner, however hindsight is 20/20 and 
now we must make a continuous effort 
to keep pace and remain a strong leader 
as a club. 

Everyone, please look at the ap- 
proved 96 budget (maybe we should go 
to Washington). There are changes from 
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Mt. Diablo Amateur 
a Radio Club W6CX 


Lee ? 
R 
ae. P.O. Box 23222 
Pleasant Hill, CA 94523 
The Carrier is a monthly publication of the Mount Di- 
ablo Amateur Radio Club (MDARC). It is the policy of 


the editor to publish all material submitted by the mem- 


bership provided such material is in good taste, relevant 
to amateur radio and of interest to MDARC members, 
and space is available. , 

All material must be submitted to the editor by the first 
of day of the month of publication. Material is accepted 
on a first-in, first-out basis. Articles and other material 


may be submitted via Internet email to nj6a@ccnet.com | 


(preferred), via packet to NJ6A-1 on 145.05 or 
NJ6A @KD4CVR.#NOCAL.USA.NA, or delivered to the 
editor at the address listed below. Material will be ac- 
cepted in plainASCII, Word for Windows, or WordPerfect 
format. Material may also be submitted as hardcopy. 


All material published in the Carrier may be reproduced 
for noncommercial use provided such use credits both 
the MDARC Carrier and the author of the article. Copy- 
righted material without accompanying written permis- 
sion to republish will not. be accepted. 


The opinions expressed in the Carrier are soley those of 
the editor or other contributors and do not necessarily 
reflect the opinions of either the Board of Directors or 
membership of MDARC. 


Club Officers 
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Larry Gansz, KB2GV (510) 376-4006 


Vice President 


Ignacio Huerta, AC6NY (510) 833-0921 


Secretary 


Bruce Croskey, AHOU (510) 439-7909 


Treasurer 


Greg Estep, KE6VTA (510) 551-8369 


Membership Chairman 
Dick Schulze, AA6DL 


(510) 935-5000 


Emergency Coordinator 


Sam Lipson, KO6JR (510) 229-5705 


Directors 
Paul Dickey, N6JOX 
Ray Gaschk, KD6BLS 


(510) 376-3971 
(510) 933-3242 


Carrier Editor 
Jerry Gardner, NJ6A 
2236 Tahiti Drive 
San Ramon, CA 94583 


(510) 735-7325 


Rocky Ridge Repeater Group 
Chairman 


Jim Tittle, KC6SOE (510) 432-3220 


Technical Chairman 
John Hendrickson, WA6LKP 


RRRG Repeaters 

147.060/+ (100 PL) 

224.780/- (077PL) 

441.325/+ (100 PL) © 

ATV: Input 1253.250 Output 427.250 (Cable Ch 58) 


the proposal in the January Carrier. Then take a good long look at our 
incomes and expenditures. To just do our normal things without subsidiz- 
ing the holiday dinner, reducing the picnic subsidy, going to bulk mailing, 
and waiting on the scholarship and books for schools and libraries, we still 
spend about $4000 of Pacificon profits. We must find ways to support the 
regular things of the club, then if we continue to profit from Pacificon we 


can do other projects. 


Ideas? Then we need people to champion the efforts. We are getting 
some goals from the vision committee and we’ll need groups for projects. 
Bring your ideas and lets go to work! How about some paid advertising for 
the Carrier or roster? 

Thanks for listening, your ideas, and support. See ya on the air - Larry, 
KB2GV. 


Spring Auction 1996 


The Auction Committee 


Once again it’s that time of year. 

That’s right, it’s auction time and the auction committee is ready to get 
the ball rolling with our annual spring event, which takes place on March 
15, 1996 at Our Savior’s Lutheran Church on Carol Lane in Lafayette. The 
doors open at 6 P.M. for set up, with the auction itself starting at 7 P.M., 
and ending promptly at 10 PM. 

This year, as always, we look forward to working with the same group 
of hard working individuals who put so much time and effort into making 
this club fund raiser the success it always is. 

We also encourage the support of all club members, whether it is volun- 
teering to help the night of the auction, because we welcome any and all 
help, or whether you have equipment and related ham gear to sell that 
evening. 

Speaking of ham gear, the club was fortunate to have an assortment of 
HF, VHF, meters, and other equipment both for the practical user, and the 
serious collector, donated to tempt your spirited bidding on auction night. 

So please tell your friends and mark your calendars now. We guarantee 
you will have a good time and a lot of fun. 

We always look forward to seeing you all. 


Books Program of 1995 for Libraries and High 
Schools Completed | 


Ray Gaschk, KD6BLS 


Twenty sets of the ARRL books “Now You’re Talking” and the 1996 
Handbook were delivered to the CCC Library system for distribution to 
county libraries in mid December and sets of the same publications were 
delivered to the Acalanes Union High School district, which is composed 
of Acalanes, Campolindo, Las Lomas, and Miramonte. Books were also 
delivered to the following schools: John Swett in Crockett, Liberty in 
Brentwood, Martinez in Martinez. The Mt. Diablo Unified School District, 
and the following schools: Clayton Valley, College Park, Concord, Mt. Di- 
ablo, Northgate, Olympic, and Ygnacio Valley. Pittsburg High in Pittsburg. 

Thanks to Ron and Dot Bernard, KD6TMP and KD6TMO, for deliver- 
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ing books to the San Ramon Valley Uni- 
fied School District composed of Cali- 
fornia, Monte Vista, and San Ramon 
Valley High. 

Books were also delivered to the West 
Contra Costa Unified Schoo] District, 
De Anza, El Cerrito, Kennedy, Pinole 
Valley, and Richmond High. 

Other schools receiving books: 
Berean Christian, Carondelet, Contra 
Costa Christian, De La Salle high 
schools, Contra Costa College, Diablo 
Valley College, Los Medanos College, 
Contra Costa Campus of Hayward Uni- 
versity, John F. Kennedy University, and 
St. Mary’s College. 

Thanks to Debby and Pete Tormey, 
N6QGN, for supplying the labels. 
Thanks to the Schweickert family, and 
to Chris for the use of his camera and 
taking the pictures. 

Thanks to all the members of 
MDARC for supporting the books pro- 
gram. I look forward to an increase in 
class attendance and increased interest 
in becoming radio amateurs by young 
people because of this program. 

Thanks to ARRL for their support, 
giving us a great discount and paying 
for shipping the books. 


Expand Your Horizon 


Ignacio Huerta, AC6NY 


Ready to explore new worlds? Great! 
As in any expedition planning is neces- 
sary. First, let’s form the expedition 
team. In the professional world they call 
them “Significant Interest Groups”, or 
SIGS, which are a group of people who 
have a common interest and communi- 
cate regularly in an effort to progress that 
interest. 

The first formal SIG MDARC will 
have is the Satellite Communication SIG 
which is headed by J.C. Smith KC6EIJ. 
In April JC will be the invited speaker 
and will share with us his experience 
with satellite communications and also 
how to get started in that branch of ham 
radio. It is very fortunate that MDARC 
has very knowledgeable members, such 
as JC, on whose expertise the club can 
draw on to further ham radio. This area 


is particularly interesting because hams 
have already played a key role in devel- 
oping the technology. 

Have I caught your interest? If so 
then I invite you to join the Satellite SIG. 
Ugh! you say, another meeting to go to! 
This brings up the matter of communi- 
cations. Professional sigs normally con- 
sist of technical experts whose offices 
span the world. Live meetings on a regu- 
lar basis would be prohibitively expen- 
sive. In order to solve this problem the 
Internet was born. 

As we will see in February the Inter- 
net services provides a quick and user- 
friendly way of transmitting information 
among sig members throughout the 
world. The key service is called the Web 
which provides hypertext capability 
along with access to full multimedia 
documents. If this sounds like techno- 
talk don’t worry, it will all be explained 
at the club meeting. The point is that 
using the Internet you can transmit and 
receive documents, movies, 
soundtracks, pictures, and a host of other 
things almost instantaneously. Further- 
more, you can even hold live meetings 
without leaving your home or office! 
Video-conferencing is an important and 
active part of the Internet. 

CCNET is one of many companies 
that offers Internet access to profession- 
als and home users in Contra Costa 
County. At the meeting they will explain 
what’s all the fuss about Internet and 
also a special deal they are offering to 
MDARC members. You don’t want to 
miss this talk! 

Another communication channel 
available to MDARC members is the 
DesignLink BBS. Dick Brown has done 
an outstanding job of creating an envi- 
ronment for MDARC members to com- 
municate locally. BBS’s are the prede- 
cessors of the WEB. They allow mem- 
bers to send text messages electronically 
(called ‘email’ for electronic mail!) and 
to group messages into electronic fold- 
ers (called conferences) which consists 
of messages about a common theme. At 
the BBS there is a folder called Groups, 
which has a folder called MDARC, 
which has a folder called SIGS, which 
will have a folder called Satellites. If you 
have some information about satellites 
that you would like to share with other 


members of the sig all you have to do is 
send email to the Satellite folder. In the 
same way in order to find out the latest 
scoop on Satellites just open that folder 
and you will see all the messages posted 
regarding satellites. This is a great start- 
ing place for all sigs. Please try out the 
BBS and see what’s going on in 
MDARC world. Also contribute articles 
to the conferences and help make it a 
success! A special thanks to Dick Brown 
for all his efforts in setting up the BBS. 

Later in the year other technologies 
will be presented and corresponding sigs 
will be formed. The sigs are an impor- 
tant part of putting into practice the ideas 
that are presented at the monthly pre- 
sentations. By helping each other learn 
and apply new technologies not only 
will our hobby be even more enjoyable 
but it will also prepare MDARC for the 
next millennium by expanding our ho- 
rizons. 


MDARC General 
Membership Meeting 
Minutes 


January 19, 1996 


The meeting was called to order by 
President Larry, KB2GV, at 8:00 P.M. 
Larry introduced the new officers of the 
club. The program of the evening would 
be Ignacio Huerta, AC6NY, speaking on 
New Technologies. 112 people were re- 
corded as being present. 

President Larry introduced visitors, 
new members, and new hams as well as 
those who had upgraded their licenses. 
Education Chairman Jim, WB6LQG, 
reported that classes will start-up on 2/ 
6/96 and 6/18/96 at the Pleasant Hill 
Adult High School. Jim and Laura, 
KE6ETX, received W6CX awards for 
their contributions to the club. 

Larry displayed the AMSAT certifi- 
cate and read parts of letters regarding 
our donation to schools. Larry presented 
a W6CX award to Sam Lipson, KO6JR. 
Sam discussed the RACES traffic train- 
ing in Martinez coming up on 1/27/96 
and asked for any active RACES ham 
in Napa or Sonoma to contact him. Sam 
reported that there were 11 elements 
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given at the VE session and there were 
1 upgrade and 3 new licenses granted. 
Membership Chairman, Dick 
Schulze, AA6DL, reported that we had 
690 members. Additionally, 480 had 
received their 1996 renewal. Dick 
Brown, KT6X, announced that the soft- 
ware for the club BBS was available for 
$1. He reminded everyone that it will 


> 12 STORE BUYING POWER! < 


Watch tor HRO Home Page on Internet World Wide Web 
HITP/AWWW.HAMRADIO.C 


SUNNYVALE, CA 94086 
510 Lawrence Expwy. #102 
(408) 736-9496 

(800) 854-6046 


QGAKLAND, CA 94606 
2210 Livingston St. 
(510) 534-5757 
(800) 854-6046 


Phone Hours: 

9:30 AM to 5:30 PM 

Store Walk-In Hours: 

10:00 AM - 5:30 PM « Closed Sundays 


Cali/Write for your HAO Catatog! 


ANAHEIM. CA 92801 PORTLAKD. OR 97223 
933 N. Euciid St. 11705 S.W. Pacific Hwy. 
(714) 533-7373 (503) 598-0555. 
(B00) 854-6046 (800) 854-6046 
Janet. WA7WMB. Mor. Eas, KE70A, Mar. 
Near Disneyland Tigard-99W exit 

from Hwy. 5 & 217 


BURBANK, CA 91506 
2492 W. Victory Blvd. 
(818) 842-1786 
(800) 854-6046 {800) 444-9476 
Jon, KB6ZBI. Mgr. Joe, KDOGA, Mgr. 
Victory Blvd. at Buena Vista iy 
‘1 mil. west 1-5. PHOENIX, AZ 85015 


DENVER, CO 80231 
8460 E. Mitt Ave., #9 
(303) 745-7373 


1702 W. Camelback Rd. 
(602) 242-3515 

{800} 444-9476 
Gary. WB7SLY, Mgr. 
East of Highway 17 


GAKLAND, CA 94605 
2210 Livingston St 
(510) 534-5757 
(809) 654-6046 
Mach. KGKAP. Mgs. 
1-880 at 23rd Ave. ramp ATLANTA, GA 30340 
6071 Buford Highway 
{404) 263-0700 

(880) 444-7927 
John, KBANUC. Mgr. 
Doraville, + mi. no, of 1-285, 


‘SAN DIEGO, CA 92123 
5375 Kearny Vitia Rd. 
{619) 560-4900 

(800) 854-6046 
Tom. KMEK. Mgr. 

Hwy. 163 & 

Claremont Mesa 


WOOCDBRIDGE, VA 22191 
Washington D.C. area 
14803 Build America Br. 
{703} 643-1063 

{800) 444-4799 
Jerry, WA2VGV, Mgt. 

Exit 161, 1-95. So. to US 1 


SUNNYVALE. CA 94086 
10 Lawrence Exnwy. #102 
(408) 736-9496 

(880) 854-6046 

Ken. KiZKM. Mgr. 
KOM@HAMRADIO.COM 
Lawrence Expwy. 

So. trom Hyy. 101 


SALEM, NH 03079 
Boston. MA area 

224 N. Broadway 

(603) 898-3750 

{800) 444-0047 
Chuck. KM4NZ. Mgr. 
CLWG@HAMRADIO.COM 
Exit 1. 1-93: 

28 mi, No. of Boston 


NEW CASTLE. OE 19720 
1509 N. Dupont Hwy. 
(302) 322-7092 

(800) 644-4476 
Jona. NFL. Mgr. 

RY.43 4/4 mi. So. 1-295 
AZ. CA. CO. GA. VA residents add sates tax. 
Prices. specifications, descriptions. subject 
to change vlthout notice. 


WYAESU 
DUAL BAND HANDHELDS:: 


KENWOOD 


take about 24 hours to get registered 
once you sign on. 

Public Service trail rides will be on 
4/13 in Sunol, 6/1 southeast of Mt. Di- 
ablo, 6/15 Oakland hills, 6/22 Sunol 
Regional Park, 9/28 and 29 Del Valle 
Regional Park. Lauren, WA6CIE, men- 
tioned that due to the problems with the 
Mt. Diablo site, field day may have to 


j WORLDWIDE DISTRIBUTION 


ALINCO 
DJ-GST. el 


2M/4a0 

Dual Band 
200 Mems. Cionable 
Dual Rx. (VV or U/U) 
Built-in CTCSS 
Auto-Dialer memories 
Channel! Scope 
4.5w w/optional battery 
CALL NOW FOR 
LOW INTRO PRICE! 


WYAESU 


FT-51R 
2M/440mHz HT 
2W slandard 
‘SW Optionat 
Alpha Numeric 
12D Memories 
Spectrascope + coded Sql. std. 
OTMF Paging Built-in VOX & CTCSS 
Coded SQL Auto tone search 
Built-in ives Built-in clock 
Call For } Backlit keyboard 
intro Pricing! 


FT-530 
2M/440mHz 

2W standard. SW opt. 
82 Mems 

Dual in-band Ax 
OTMF paging 


KENWOOD 
TS + 50S/TS.- 60S: 


HF Transceiver 6M 


TH-79A(D) 


2M/440HT 


JOOW 160-10 Mirs * 10W 6M, Gencav, Rx 
Full QSK, 100 Mems. * Compact, Remotable 
Dual VFO, 12V06 * 6.2 Ibs, 


100W HF Gen. Cov. Transceiver 
ODS,OSK + 500Hz CW Filter inctuded 


CALL FOR OUR LOW PRICE! 


HANDHELDS. - 


be held elsewhere and asked for sugges- 
tions. Lauren passed our flyers regard- 
ing Field Day 6/21/96. Dick Brown, 
KT6X, and Greg Estep, KE6VTA, were 
introduced by Larry as co-chair of 
Pacificon. 

RRRG Chairman, Jim, KC6SOE, 
discussed the Mt. Diablo situation. On 
12/12/95, after 40 years of service, the 
tower holding the 
club’s antennas and 
other equipment went 
down ina wind storm. 
It will take Diablo 
Communications ap- 
proximately 3 to 4 
months to replace the 
tower. MDARC and 
RRRG is extremely 
thankful to Diablo 
Communications for 
allowing us to have a 
temporary antenna. 
The Diamond triband 
is on top of the build- 
ing that houses our 
equipment. Jim pre- 
sented Keith, 
N6PMF, and Barry, 
KC6WAY, with 
RRRG outstanding 
performance awards. 
Keith and Barry got 
the antenna back up 
in record time con- 
sidering the condi- 
tions. Jim will be at 
Antioch’s emergency 
preparedness event 
on 2/3/96 and is look- 
ing for volunteers. In 


On-Line Ordering 
On Internet! 


TH-22AT [ 


TS-50S - World’s smallest HF Transceiver 
OOW out. (SOW TS-G0S, 50mHz only) 


SSB. CW, AM, FM 


12V Gen. Cov. RX. 6.4 Ibs., 7.16 x 2.4 x 9.32" 


105db dynamic range, 100 Mems. 


Opt. ext. ant. tuners available (TS-50S only} 
CALL NOW FOR OUR LOW PRICING! 


COM 


ic -.706*" 


HF/VHF Transceiver 


100W HF 
1OOW 6 Meters 
10W 2 Meters 


Call For introductory Pricing! 


‘This device has not been approved by ihe Federal Communications Commission. 
This device is not. and may not be. ottered for sate oF lease. oF Sold OF eased until the 


‘approval of the FCC has been obtained. 


Ultra Compact 
2M HT, SW opt. 
40 Mamories 
Encade Built-In 
CALL NOW! 


2.7W 2M, 2W 440 
SW Optional 
DTSS Built-In 

82 Memories 
OTMF Memories 
Built-In CTCSS Enc/Dec. 
User-Friendly Menu Sys. 
GALL NOW FOR 
INTRO SPECIAL! 


so. WO:--775/DSP° 


HF Transceiver 


200W HF Transceiver * 107 memories 
DSP built-in + Digital noise reduction 
Digital automatic notch » Digital LPF and HPF 
OSK, Digitat CW filter » Built-in AC supply 
Twin PBT ¢ Dual watch 
Call Now For The Uitimate Radio! 


addition, the 9600 
baud packet system is 
up on 145.710. Digi 
name is KD6AKU-5 
and node name is 
ROCKY. Larry em- 
phasized that we are 
looking to improve 
coverage to all mem- 
bers when the new 
repeater system is up 
on Mt. Diablo. Areas 
that have had poor 
coverage in the past 
will be looked at and 
remedies will be in- 
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vestigated. 

Jim Whitely, W6LTI, talked about MDARC jackets. The 
information was in the December Carrier, President Larry 
stressed that he needs committee chairs and volunteers. Pub- 
lic Service, Social, Public Relations, Community Coordina- 
tion, and Personnel Resources are among the needs at this 
time. Treasurer Greg reported that the club had $16,961 in 
checking and $8,303 in a CD account. Larry presented the 
revised budget. A motion was made and seconded to accept 
the budget. Motion passed. 

Larry discussed the trailer situation. Two options were dis- 
cussed. Donate to Martinez Police, or sell it for $1500-$2000. 
The board is divided (4-3) to sell, but it is the membership of 
the club that must decide. The cost of maintenance, outfitting, 
and tires are club expenses. The trailer is available to the club 
and may be picked up between 8 A.M. and 8 P.M. by an indi- 
vidual with a valid Contra Costa RACES card. Martinez will 
place a small logo on the trailer. ATV will use the trailer 
monthly. Filed Day and Pacificon will use the trailer. It could 
be used for social events. The trailer committee members 
present expressed interest in continuing to work on the trailer. 
Outfitting was estimated at $600. A motion was made and 
seconded to donate the trailer to Martinez. Motion passed. 


A.E.A. Interfaces, TNCs, & Antennas 
Ameco Books, Code Keys & Oscillators 
Amphenol Coax Connectors 
Astron Regulated Power Supplies 
ARRL License Manuals, Repeater Directories 
Reference Guides 
Avanti/Antenna Specialist “On Glass” Antennas 
W5SYI Study Guides & Software 
Bencher Paddles 
Ramsey Do It Yourself Kits 
Bearcat/Uniden Scanners 
Butternut Antennas 
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Antenna Masts Copper Wire Code+Theory Software HT Antennas 
Guy Wire Baluns SWR Meters Scanner Books 
Mast Bases Magnetic Ant Bases Ground Rods Scanner Antennas 
Wire Clamps Trunk mounts Coax Patch Cords | Radio Publications 
Egg Insulators Ball Mounts Mic Plugs/Connectors Radio Handbooks 
Dog Bone Insulators Gutter Mounts PL-259s, BNC and “N” Spectrum Charts 
Center Insulators Code Oscillators Headphones Operating Manuals 
1839 East Street 
Concord, CA 94520 


(510) 685-7388 
Mon - Fri, 10:00 - 5:30, Sat: 9:00 - 4:00 
In downtown Concord between Willow Pass Road and Concord Blvd. 
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MDARC Board of Director’s Meeting 


January 15, 1996 


President Larry, KB2GV, called the meeting to order at 
19:30 at Emile Villas in Concord. The first item covered was 
the budget. The club budget was a major concern all for the 
following reasons: 

Club is too dependent on Pacificon to fund its ongoing 
operations. Dues just cover the cost of the Carrier. 

Should dues be raised? At this point the Board felt that 
dues should not be raised and the budget should be redone to 
reflect greater income from the auction based on historical 
records. Other items should be cut back, namely the Club’s 
underwriting of the cost of the Christmas party. By doing so, 
some Pacificon earnings could be set aside for future capital 
expenditures and reduce our dependence on the Pacificon earn- 
ings as we have no control over whether we continue to host 
the event. Dues may have to be raised in the future, however, 
but not this year. 

The majority of the meeting was spend discussing the Club 
trailer. There was much talk of the options available to the 
Club. The bottom line is that the Club can either sell the trailer 


Callbooks, CD ROMs, Modification Books 
Carol/Columbia Coax Cable 
Cushcraft VHF & UHF Antennas 
Hustler Mobile Antennas 
Gordon West Books and Practice Tapes 
Larsen VHF & UHF Mobile Antennas and Mounts 
MFYJ Keyers, Tuners, TNCs, Switches & Accessories 
Mirage VHF & UHF Amplifiers 
Wm. Nye Code Keys & Oscillators 
PC Electronics Amateur TV Converters & Transmitters 
Van Gordon Antennas, Insulators & Wire 
Yaesu HF, VHF & UHF Transceivers & Accessories 
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and “cut” its losses or donate the trailer 
to the Martinez Police Department. The 
Board, after lengthy discussion, was 
split 4/3 on the issue in favor of selling. 
President Larry stated that the members 
had voted for the trailer and they should 
be the ones to make the final decision. 
The trailer issue is to be proposed to the 
members at the next general meeting and 
a vote taken at that time for the final 
outcome. 

There being no other business, the 
meeting was adjourned. 


RRRG General Meeting Minutes 
January 17, 1995 


The regular meeting of the Rocky 
Ridge Repeater Group was opened by 
chairman Jim Tittle, KC6SOE at 7:34 
p.m. at Stonebrook Convalescent Hos- 
pital in Concord. Minutes of the previ- 
ous meeting were approved without 
change. 

The Secretary asked that anyone 
holding correspondence or files to turn 
them over to him.. He noted the previ- 
ous Secretary, WA5HQJ had turned over 
no records. WA5HQJ countered that he 
had no records but that the minutes as 
printed in the Carrier would suffice as 
“gospel.” 

Norma Davis, acting treasurer, re- 
ported a balance of $6,694.53 with one 
bill for $19.86 outstanding. It was noted 
that renewal notices were available at the 
meeting and that they would be mailed 
to those not picking them up at the meet- 
ing. 

MDARC President Larry Gansz re- 
ported on MDARC activities, including 
the budget, trailer, committee openings 
and the Vision Committee. 

Tittle reported the donation of a 
2400 baud modem for the voice control- 
ler by KC6TZU. The Mt. Oso ATV link 
is on hold until the new tower, down be- 
cause of the storm, is back up. 

A report on the 9600 baud packet 
system on 145.71 indicates it is getting 
a lot of use in the South Bay. A Heard 
List is to be generated. KC6WYA re- 
ported it is capable of keyboard-to-key- 
board from Chico to Bakersfield. 

Keith Lattin reported the encode 
reed for 2 meters will probably be in- 


stalled by the weekend. 

WASHQI reported the Doppler’s 
complete. He said a problem with 180 
degree out of phase reading has no rel- 
evance because the system is used to tri- 
angulate. 


Dick Brown, KT6X, director-at- 
large, reported that a meeting of those 
interested in being part of the technical 
team is now scheduled for January 30th 
at 7:30 p.m. at Baker’s Square, Willow 
Pass Road, Concord. Those interested 
in repeater maintenance should attend. 
He reminded that the meeting is to de- 
termine maintenance cycles, and to con- 
sider how the technical committee is to 
operate. The RRRG did not elect a tech- 
nical chairman in November, and this 
too will be discussed. He also reported 
that software for the MDARC BBS on 
Design Link is available at $1 per copy 
from him in DOS or MAC format. The 
BBS can be accessed through the Inter- 
net. J.C. Smith had no further director- 
at-large issues. 


The club ratified the appointment of 


Stuart Cannon, KE6OFD to fill the un- 
expired term of Stan Christian, WU6P, 
as treasurer and again thanked Norma 
Davis for stepping into the breach. 


Emergency repairs totaling $287.84 
were approved. Barry Winkler, 
KC6WYA and Keith Lattin, N6PMF, 
were thanked for their quick work to 
restore the system following the tower 
collapse. On motion of KC6TZU, 
RRRG has reinstated the Outstanding 
Performance Award and they will be 
given to Keith and Barry. 

Discussion of the RRRG insurance 
claim for damage took place. Bill 
Hockins will work with Jim Tittle on the 
negotiations. It was also moved, sec- 
onded and approved that the club will 
place and pay for continuing insurance 
on equipment to full value. 

The RRRG was noticed that cover- 
age to some areas of the 680 South cor- 
ridor isn’t up to snuff and needs to be 
improved. The matter is on hold until 
the new antenna are placed which could 
moot the problem. : 

While the tower is down, Keith re- 
ported repairs, additions and modifica- 
tions to the ATV transmitter are taking 
place. 


Tittle said the Northern California 
Contest Club is looking for ATV opera- 
tors for their July session in the Bay Area | 
to produce a 10 to 20 minute documen- 
tary. Persons interested should attend a 
meeting on January 27. Contact 
KC6SOE. 

Loren Stiles, WA6CIE, reported that 
within hours of the collapse of the tower, 
the Amador Radio Club contacted him 
and offered their entire technical com- 
mittee to help get W6CX back on the 
air, The offer was most generous and 
much appreciated, though we could not 
avail ourselves of the offer. 

Barry Winkler has tentatively set 
packet classes for March or April for 
those interested. Watch the Carrier for 
announcements. 

KF6AKY, KB6MXR, KE6VOO 
and KE6ZZG were admitted to mem- 
bership following a vote. 

The meeting adjourned at 8:44 p.m. 

Respectfully, 
Paul W. Girard, KC6TZU, Secretary 


Stolen Ham Equipment 


An Icom model] IC-W2A dual band 
(144/420) hand held was stolen in a bur- 
glary of my residence in Pleasant Hill 
at approximately 3:00 A.M. on January 
28, 1996. This rig carried Icom serial 
number 012689 and was engraved with 
my call, K6JPR, and my California 
driver’s license number. Also taken were 
an Icom speaker/microphone model 
HM-65, Icom cigarette lighter power 
cable model CP-13, Icom battery pack 
model BP-84 (engraved with K6JPR) 
and a black leather case for the rig. 

Please be on the alert for this equip- 
ment and for any new and unusual ac- 
tivity on the local repeaters by someone 
that appears to be a non-ham. The rig 
was set on W6CX (both bands) as the 
primary frequency. 

If this equipment is seen, please con- 
tact me or the Pleasant Hill Police De- 
partment (case number 96-590) at (510) 
671-4600. I am offering a reward for the 
return of the equipment within 60 days 
of this date. 

Brad Sage, K6JPR 
(510) 934-3166 or 671-6403 
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W6CX 
Field Day 1996 


Set-up: June 21 at Noon 
Contest Starts June 22 at 11 A.M. 
Contest Ends: June 23 at 11 A.M. 


Location: Mt. Diablo (If Possible) 


We are getting ready early this year and are already looking for: 


Band Captains 
Operators 
Tents, trailers, motorhomes 
Antennas 
Towers, masts 
HF/VHF/UHF equipment 
Tables, Chairs 
Operators for information station 
Chairman for Friday night potluck 
Message traffic operators 


Suggestions/assistance to find an alternate site will be appreciated 


Contact: Lauren Styles Chairman 676-2186 
Rod Raines Personnel Chairman 689-1634 
J.C. Smith Equipment Chairman 944-1420 
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MEMBERSHIP UPDATE 
by Dick Schulze, AA6DL 


The 1996 Membership Roster will be available at the February general membership meeting on February 16th. We will be 
happy to mail a roster to any member who sends $1.00 to cover postage. This may be sent to the club post office box as shown 
in the Carrier. Upgrades and new addresses are in the roster but we picked a few going by. Bob Bickel, KO6PL, and Darryl 
Yee, AC6RC, are extra, Bob Prater, KE6TEI, is general and Sylvia White, KC6YSYV, has moved back to Concord from 


Belmont to be closer to us. Her address is 1445 Loeffler Lane, Apt B, Concord, 94521. 


Correspondence: 


We were pleased to receive a note from Brian Coyne, AA6NM. Brian was one of our very active members that up and 
moved, lock, stock and barrel back to England about a year ago. He didn’t live here long enough to loose his British accent so 


maybe they have taken him back. He has 
maintained his MDARC membership and 
warns that he reads the Carrier so be careful 
what we write. He says that he was a mem- 
ber of the V. E. C. in London and helped or- 
ganize a couple of sessions but that the idea 
appears to have died. 

He further writes: 

“T belong to a group called RAYNET, 
the nearest thing to RACES and we provide 
emergency communications for various trail 
tides, hikes, etc. One even was so English I 
was very amused. It was a very proper horse 
show with all the Lords and Ladies in atien- 
dance, ‘my dear this’ and ‘did you see her 
hat’. Most un-American. I think they were 
not sure what to make of me, with my base- 
ball cap. Baseball caps are considered very 
American and not proper dress!! 

“J now have a mini beam up about 36 
feet (11 mtrs) and have some QSO’s with 
the East Coast of USA and V land. I plan 
another visit to CA next year [1996] and will 
try to get to one of your meetings” 

Brian’s address: 3 Brocks Way Lower 
Shiplake, Oxon RG9 3JG, England. 


MDARC is pleased to welcome the following new members: 
BUHLMAN, William H., KE6FWC, Technician. Debbie (510)-754-1387(h) 
2004 Dennis Drive, Antioch, CA 94509 (510)-706-5426(w) 
CLEMENT, Paul D., KE6VSJ, Technician. Diane 
1240 Dewing Lane, Walnut Creek, CA 94595 
COUSE, Stephanie, SWL . Eric (510)-938-7355(h) 
3073 North Main St. #211, Walnut Creek, CA 94596 
GARDNER, Julie, KE6TKY, Technician. Jerry NJ6A (510)-735-7325(h) 
2236 Tahiti Drive, San Ramon, CA 94583 
HILSON, Steve, KM6AV, Extra. Phoenix (510)-833-8249(h) 
11936 Bloomington Way, Dublin, CA 94568 (510)-829-9500(w) 
HOLT, Claire, SWL . Win KE6LBA (510)-932-6095(h) 
P. O. Box 1821, Lafayette, CA 94549 
HOLT, Win, KE6LBA, Technician. Claire (310)-978-8747(h) 
P. O. Box 398, Lafayette, CA 90277 
ROLLEY, Evelyn G., KD6AAR, Technician. Brian N6TDJ 
4337 Silva Street, Antioch, CA 94509 
ROLLEY, Brian C., N6TDJ, Technician. Evelyn KD6AAR 
4337 Silva Street, Antioch, CA 94509 
SIMON, Joseph Il(Joey), KF6ACO, Technician. 
20 Apple Tree Lane, Alamo, CA 94507 
STRZALA, Alan H.(Al), WB6YWL, Advanced. (510)-937-8724(h) 
230 Babette Court, Pleasant Hill, CA 94523 


Stanley Klementsen, KE6KRO, writes saying he has moved to Utah and will join a local club there. He says, “Thank you 
for information and service you have provided me.” 


Greg Sparacino, N6PUO, is moving to Oregon and not renewing but says, “I have been a club member for several years 
and enjoyed using the club machines. MDARC is a first class club.... Thank you all for some good times. “ 


Par and Mary Peterson, AB6LF and KO6AE, write, “Due to our relocation in Arkansas, we will no longer be able to be 
members of MDARC. This is a fine club and we enjoyed being members. Thank you.” 


Zeb Lamphear, N6SIP, sent us a note saying he is not renewing this year due to health reasons but says, “Thanks for a job 


well done.” 


Have you an email address? If you do, please send email to ignacio@ix.netcom.com and include your name, call, and 
email address. Our vice president, Ignacio, AC6NY is collecting the email addresses of members for inclusion in the club 


roster. 
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NETS 


RRRG Nets 
APRS Net 


Tuesdays 1930 Hours 

147.060/+ (100 pl) 

Net Control: Barry, KC6WYA 
Thursdays 1930 Hours 
147.060/+ (100 pl) 

Net Control: Jay Caldis, KT6Y 
Thursdays 2000 Hours 

Net Control: Mike Burke, KBGBRMT 
Alternate: Don Smith, W6ENKF 
Thursdays 1900 Hours 
147.060/+ (100 pl) 

Net Control: Jeff Burke, KE6YAW 


Phone Net 
ATV Net 


Youth Net 


Contra Costa County Emergency Services HF Net 
First Thursday following first Wednesday, 2000 Hours, 
3.895 MHz. Net Control: Sam Lipson, KO6JR 


Sheriff's Amateur Radio Communications Team 
Clay Yale, N6YBQ 
(510) 228-8223 


From the Editor’s Desk 


I was surprised to learn that the Carrier consumes so much 
of the MDARC budget. Obviously, P've been aware of how 
much it costs to print the Carrier each month, but looking at 
the cost as a percentage of the club’s budget is quite revealing. 
Several members have suggested ways to reduce the produc- 
tion and mailing costs. One suggested we try to find a corpo- 
ration with suitable printing equipment willing to underwrite 
the printing of the Carrier. This is a good idea, but we must be 
careful not to let the printing quality slip. I’m currently using 
a commercial printer who takes great care to ensure a quality 
publication each month. 

Others have suggested we try to increase the number of 
advertisements in the Carrier. Again, this is a good idea. The 
two ads than currently run don’t detract from the purpose of 
the Carrier, but I don’t want to see the Carrier start to look 
like the Sunday Mercury News either. 

The postage costs are another significant issue that, fortu- 
nately, has a simple solution. Several club members are ac- 
tively pursuing a bulk mailing permit, which, as a nonprofit 
corporation, is our due. The permit should lower our postage 
costs by at least 25%. 


Contra Costa County ARES/RACES Nets 
Thursdays, 1900 Hours © 

Central County 145.680 Simplex 

Jim Brunk, N6GBHX 

(510) 372-8248 

146.535 Simplex 

Jim Tittle, KC6SOE 

(510) 432-3220 
146.355/+ (100 pl) 

Greg Nelson, WB6MBD 
(510) 933-5381 

145.110/- 

Jim Parker, KD6JCT 
(510) 237-2777 

QSY to 147.735/- at 1920 Hours 

Meeting of all County ARES/RACES Nets 


East County 


South County 


West County 


If anyone has any other ideas for cutting the production 
and mailing costs of the Carrier, please let me know. But re- 
member, I will always strive to keep the production values 
high. 


Please note that I’ve changed by email address. My new 
email address is nj6a@ccnet.com. Please send all Carrier-re- 
lated materials to me at this new address. If you send material 
by FAX, please use a separate cover sheet with my name clearly 
visible. The FAX machine is at my place of employment and 
is shared by 250 coworkers. 


I’m more than happy to accept submissions in hardcopy 
form, but please try to get such material to me as soon as you 
can. It takes me extra time to type in the material and I’m 
usually right up against the deadline. 

Several members have. asked about publishing photos in 
the Carrier. I can do this, but I need an original print or nega- 
tive. Or better yet, a Photo CD. Photocopies of photographs 
don’t reproduce well at all. The auction is coming up next 
month, so get busy with those cameras and let’s have some 
photos for the April Carrier. 
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Newsletter of the Mt. Diablo Amateur Radio Club 
P.O. Box 23222 

Pleasant Hill, CA 94523 
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MDARC Meeting Feb. 16 


